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simian host, like a ship that's lost in the ocean by the helms-
man's fault.    All through the fault of Ravana.    (18)

Sugriva, pitch the camp on this hill Suvela.    [Sits down.}

Sugriva.  As the prince commands.    See to it, Indigo,

Indigo.   As your Majesty commands.    [Exit and re-enters}   Greeting,

prince.   While the armies were being encamped in proper order, and the

numbers of the troops were being checked by the registers, two monkeys

were caught that had come in from somewhere unnoticed.   We don't

know what to do with them.    So your highness must decide.

Rama.   Bring them in at once.

Indigo.   As your highness orders.    [Exit}

[Enter Indigo ivith Parrot and Mate, with folded hands, disguised
as monkeys, and held by monkey guards}

Monkeys.   Hi, speak, you two, speak!

Parrot and Mate.  Master, we are servants of Master Kumuda.

Monkeys. Master, they make out they 're servants of Master Kumuda.

Vibhishana.   [Scrutinizing Parrot and Mate}

These two are not our soldiers, they are not even apes. Both
are demons sent by Havana: their names are Parrot and Mate. {18)

Parrot and Mate.  [Aside} Alas, the prince has recognized us.  [Aloud}

Sir, we saw the demon race was doomed on account of the perversity of

the demon king.   So finding no place there we came here disguised as

monkeys to seek refuge with your honour.

Rama.   What do you think, Vibhishana 1

Vibhisliana.   Prince,

These twain are intimate ministers of the demon king; they
will not abandon the Lord of Lanka even in mortal straits. (20)

So have them punished as they deserve.

Rama.  Nay, Vibhishana, say not so.

By chastising these my victory is not gained, nor is the demon
king destroyed. So set them free. (21)

Lakshmana.  If you set them free, your highness might have it done

after they have gone and examined all our camp.

Rama.  Lakshmana has made a good suggestion.    See to it, Indigo.

Indigo.  As the prince commands.

Rama.   Nay, come here a moment.

Parrot and Mate,  Here we are.

Rama.  Take this message from me to the demon king.

By abducting my bride thou broughtest this warfare on thy-
self. I have come as a guest of war eager to see thee, but see
thee not. (22)